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Did marking the text help you answer the questions? 
 
It helped me understand it more; I was able to get the main idea. (Grade 9, Applied) 
 
No.  Marking text was just breaking down what was on the text and what I read.  For the 
questions I didn't actually need what I'd written on the sides.  (Grade 11, Alternative Program) 
 
Yes.  I looked back at the text because I don't care enough to remember it all so I had to look 
back to find out what I had read.  (Grade 9, Alternative Program) 
 
Not really. It quite confused me.  I had to put more than one thing in my brain at once.  I find it 
absolutely annoying to keep track of so many different things at once.  (Grade 9, Applied) 
 
It does help.  You have a specific place to go - shows where you got your information from. I 
went from a level one to a level four by the end.  (Grade 10, alternative program) 
 
Of course.  I need that backup.  I'm becoming more aware of the point that is coming across. 
(Grade 11, Alternative Program) 
 
Yes.  Marking the text helped when answering the questions because it was an organizational 
tool to help me categorize my content. (Grade 12, College) 
 
Yes, if I didn't understand something I wrote that on title "what does this mean?"  Highlighting 

also helped me - it helps with separating things so I can get a better understanding.”  (Grade 9, 

Applied) 
 
I did all three when I answered the questions.  Sometimes I would know in my head, sometimes 
I would look back at my notes, and sometimes I looked back at the actual text. (Grade 12, open 
level course) 
 
I think it did help me, before I did this I kept getting bad marks, now that I did marking text I can 
use it in other classes. Yesterday I started reading an article and highlighting on my own and it 
helped me understand the text.  (Grade 9, Applied) 
 
No, it really is still your own thoughts about what you think.  (Grade 12, College) 
 
Not really because the questions weren't based on the coding.  It was still based on personal 
interpretation.  (Grade 12, College) 
 
It didn't help me a lot because all I did was highlight important parts and I can go back and find 
the info I need without doing that.  (Grade 9, Applied) 
 
In my opinion, marking text doesn't help me understand the text any better.  It doesn't really help 
- highlighting did, sort of.  (Grade 11, Open) 
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During this project, did you look back to the text while answering the 
questions?  Why or why not? 

 
Yes, I needed to look back at the text because the questions that were given did not require 
yes/no answers.  (Grade 12, College) 
 
I went back to my marked text, yes.  I feel it would have been much easier to get questions 
ahead of time - would have  helped to mark up FOR the questions instead of just marking based 
on a legend.  (Grade 12, College) 
 
Yes I did.  I skimmed through these to find important parts and I had to go back because I would 
forget otherwise. (Grade 9, Applied) 
 
When doing questions, I looked back at the text because I forced myself to find key information 
to answer the questions.  (Grade 12, College) 
 
Yes, I did.  Some of the questions required text evidence so I wanted to make sure I had the 
right words.  Some of the questions I needed to clarify by looking back in the text.  (Grade 9, 
Applied) 
 
Yes.  Because it asked for text evidence for some so I had to go back to the text to take out the 
evidence (Grade 9, Applied) 
 
I looked back a little bit but not enough to give better supporting evidence.  (Grade 9, Applied) 
 
Yes, because the highlighted words helped me know what to say.  And if I changed my mind, 
and also it says use supporting details from the text so I needed to use quotations in certain 
spots.  (Grade 9, applied) 
 
 
 

What did you learn about yourself as a reader? 
 
I'm trying to be careful with what I read.  Through hearing and seeing, what you read becomes a 
part of your heart. So, whatever is on your heart is in your thinking so I want to feed my heart 
with the good stuff.  (Grade 11, Alternative Program) 
 
I learned that I didn't think as much as I thought I did.  I just kept reading. (Grade 12, College) 
 
I picture everything in my head.  Once I read and get sucked into a book, sometimes all time 
around me slows down - I don't know where I am, what time it is.  (Grade 9, Applied) 
 
I know I am an excellent reader.  I zone out and I already know the words - it is like reciting the 
alphabet for me. Everything happens at once - I see things, I see the words, I skim.  (Grade 10, 
alternative program) 
 
I need to make sure I make more inferences while I read. (Grade 9, Applied) 
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I have learned that it is hard to use other comprehension strategies other than connections and 
inferences.  I need to work on using other strategies.  (Grade 9, Applied) 
 

I can’t read out loud and I have to proof read my work more.  I could probably make more 

connections but I don’t usually write them down like I should.  I always have lots of questions.  

(Grade 9, Applied) 
 
 

Is marking text a worthwhile strategy to teach students? 
 
Yes.  Without the "say, mean, matter" you need to know all three to put it all together.  I like the 
matter because it keeps me guessing!  (Grade 11, Alternative Program) 
 
Yes.  You should mark up what you want to mark up but not exclusively TOLD what to mark up 
and what not to mark up.  There should be no limitations how you get there or what you do after 
that. (Grade 9, Alternative Program) 
 
Haven't had a use for it yet.  But it would be useful for someone who has trouble keeping 
thoughts so they have to write them down or else they will forget. 
(Grade 9, Alternative Program) 

 
If you were to give teachers feedback about how to teach reading to 
students, what advice would you give? 

 
Keep the coding simple.  Don't try to do too many codes or students will miss info. (Grade 12, 
College) 
 
More one-to-one help.  I get distracted a lot - quiet reading helps me.  (Grade 9, Applied) 
 
Do the strategies for longer - a few months, or focus on one thing for a whole semester.  (Grade 
9, Applied) 
 
Use this strategy with one specific code early in the course so that we can know and practice it 
consistently throughout the course.  (Grade 12, College) 
 
Marking text helps, but the articles weren't very interesting; if you're interested, you'd probably 
mark way more stuff.  (Grade 9, Applied) 
 
Reading stamina.  It helps a lot to have time in class to read.  When a teacher gives me a task 
while reading, I can zone in on what I'm looking for - that helps.  It is kind of I like when I'm in a 
big crowd and I have to scan it to find who I'm looking for.  (Grade 9, Applied) 
 
If I was the teacher, I would get them to read the text fully, highlight second time for important 
information, and create a legend.  (Grade 12, open level stream) 
 
Make these example walls - that helped me a lot.  Make their own examples of how they would 
do it.  (Grade 9, Applied) 
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When teachers stop us every 5 minutes and talk that is a bad thing.  If I only read three pages 
and then I'm stopped, I don't feel successful.  (Grade 12, College) 
 
Explain the work to students better.  If they don't understand, sit down with students to help 
them understand.  I feel like I need that most of the time.  I need someone to write it down for 
me to get it.  (Grade 11, Open) 
 
I won't use coding unless there is an assignment attached to it as it is too time consuming and it 
takes away from reading for enjoyment.  (Grade 12, College) 
 

Don't try and rush, take your time and make sure everything is clear and vivid in every student’s 

mind.  Don't be afraid to learn from the students - you might learn something new from the 
students - like our teacher, we've taught her some stuff.  (Grade 10, Alternative stream) 
 
 

What activities were the most helpful? 
 
We looked at each other's marking texts - that was really helpful.  She (the teacher) marked the 
same text four different ways - we were fighting over whether one was a level one or level two!  
(Grade 12, College) 
 
The highlighting helped me the most. The sticky notes were too hard because I'd have to stop 
reading to write down and then I forgot where I was at.  (Grade 9, Applied 
 
The legend and the highlighting - that way I could find what is important and it helped me 
organize my thoughts.  (Grade 9, Applied) 
 
Where we learned how to get a level four - put levels up on the wall for us to see.  (Grade 9, 
Applied) 
 

Making the legend helped.  ‘Q’ for questions, ‘BK’ for background knowledge, etc.  I found the 

highlighters were just a big mess for me.  (Grade 12, College) 


